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INTRODUCTION

Along Weld Quay which
stretches lengthwise the south
eastern coastline of George
Town, one can find water
villages with rows of wooden
houses on stilts built above the
sea and connected by planked
walkways. These are the Clan
Jetties of George Town.

The Clan Jetties became
places of dwelling only in

the late 19th century by the
Chinese Hokkien immigrants
who shared common
surnames and originated from
similar hometowns in China.
Before the existence of the
jetties, different community
groupings had existed among
the clansmen who took up
residence in crowded homes
at places like Tok Aka Lane,
Acheen Street, Armenian
Street, and Stewart Lane,
which are located in the vicinity
of the waterfront.

Weld Quay, named after Sir
Frederick Weld, the Governor
of the Straits Settlements
from 1880 to 1887, was
reclaimed from the shallow
seafront to link the ends of
the ‘ghauts’, where boats
used to land their loads of
cargoes and passengers. The
reclamation of the city’s sea
shore in 1882 enabled the

physical construction at the
waterfront. Landing jetties grew
over time on the foundation

of the ‘ghauts’ provided by
the colonial government to
share the load of the trading
traffic further north. These
jetties were later identified and
dominated by particular clan
members for the loading and
unloading of goods and for
the mooring of their sampans.
Simple sheds were later built
to provide shelter and rest for
those waiting the arrival of the
bigger cargo ‘tongkangs’. The
sheds were soon converted
into communal houses for
residence and the number of
houses increased henceforth.

The jetty settlements expanded
in the early 20th century at the
peak of the immigration waves.
Occupants of the clan jetties
were descendants from the
coastal villages of southern
Fujian Province in China.

As typical of early Chinese
immigration and settlement
patterns, clansmen tended to
band together. They emigrated
as bachelors from same
hometowns and helped one
another to find employment
and accommodation in the new
environment. They also utilised
clan ties for mutual help and
protection. Like most pioneer

immigrants, many of them
only intended to work hard for
a few years, and returned to
China with their accumulated
savings. However, troubled

by civil wars and poverty in
China and retained by the
abundance of work in the
flourishing port, most of them
chose to stay back and began
to arrange for the immigration
of their kinsmen and their
family members. This increase
in immigration was boosted by
the expansion in the volume of
trade in the 1910’s and 1920’s
during the tin and rubber
boom.

More sheds sprung up over
time and fulfilled the dual
functions of work place

and residence. Soon the
jetties expanded as more
immigrants came and brought
their families over. The jetty
residents namely the Ongs,
Lims, Chews and Lees
capitalized on their locations at
the shorefront and boatmen’s
skill to offer shuttle and cargo
service for the bigger ships in
the sea. On the other hand, the
Tans, Yeohs and Koays were
involved mainly in charcoal
and firewood trading.

Though assured by the British
of legal recognition of their
houses, these squatters

were only given Temporary
Occupation Licenses following
the Independence of Malaya

in 1957. The TOLs have to be
renewed annually and fees
vary according to the size of
the house and no guarantee
of compensation if the houses
are acquired for development.
The Clan Jetties constantly
faced the threat of demolition
by the authorities who saw
their living quarters as no more
than squalid slums. In the
1930s, 1941, 1960s and 2006,
one or more clan jetties were
destroyed, but the resilient
spirit of the clans pulled

them through the hard times
and some were revived and
reconstructed.

Like fingers that jut into the
sea, Clan Jetties line the water
front of George Town and here
we find a tight-knit community
that has existed for over a
hundred years, witnessed and
contributed to the growth of the
Penang port and fought hard to
preserve a traditional lifestyle
adrift in the urban setting.
Encroaching development had
previously posed a formidable
threat to the very existence

of this unique waterborne
community.

However, the Clan Jetties are
now included in the Core Area
of the UNESCO World Heritage
Site of George Town, and are
cherished and conserved as a
part of George Town'’s cultural
heritage legacy.

1
yemry Terminal has begun and both Lee Jetty and
_Ne‘Jetty have not been relocated to their present sites.
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Origin of the clan: Houcunzhuang, Tong An District,
Quanzhou in Fujian Province
No. of buildings: 30

Lim Jetty was formerly a much bigger settlement with 42
buildings before World War |l. Unfortunately it was burnt
down and destroyed during the Japanese bombing in
December 1941. The reconstruction began slowly after
the war and new temples emerged to cater to the spiritual
needs of the residents. The houses with zinc roofs are
split into two main separate areas with a single row of
wooden huts lining along one walkway facing the sea and
the other huts facing each other on the other side.
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Temples and Community Hall of Clan Jetties:

OF GEORGE TOWN O RiYue Than B Biz B Weld Quay Tree Shade Seafood Restaurant, opposite Ferry Terminal
@ Suan Hai Ing Yang Tian L&A PAER Liva Seafood Restaurant, in front of Chew Jetty
® Wu Gu Xian Zu EAUE Chew Jetty Café, in front of Chew Jetty
O Cheo Yuan Kong BT E El Ka Bee Cafe, 9A Weld Quay
@ Kang Thean Kong BLKE B Ah Aun Bak Kut Teh Restaurant, between Chew Jetty & Tan Jetty

) ) - = CF Food Court, 49-F Weld Quay, corner of Armenian Street Ghaut
@ Hai Gua Kiong B E

a

U S CLAN JETTIES LEGEND: —

BUKIT
MERTAJAM

N Ice Kacang stall, in front of Tan Jetty
@ Ting Hai Keong E#tEiEEEE S

JETTY Jelly dessert stall, corner of Weld Quay and Acheen Street Ghaut

v E4F - © Qing Yan Gong B&E Fried Fritters in front of Tan Jetty
f © Chew Jetty Community Hall &1 EAHFARARAKSE H Thai Food, Tan Jetty
@ Chow Eng Tien BZRZE% Prawn Fritters and Loh Bak, Tan Jetty
. el ' ® Mazu Temple 3B4HJE I Xen Teck Café, in front of Tan Jetty
JIIEIT|¥Y g g AT = e { ® Kim Aun San Si @81l % Welkey Restaurant, Weld Quay
PEPRAT - - e, | il g ® Kee Thean Keong BXE Fish Bee Hoon at Village Coffee Shop, 107A Weld Quay

@ Hui Teong Keong £&EF

L= |y KOAY JETTY
o o S LR
JETTY b o - : (DEMOLISHED IN 2006)
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PENG AUN
JETTY

(demolished in 2006)

Origin of the clan: No particular affiliation with any
village in Fujian Province
No. of buildings: 20

Old signboard of Peng Aun Jetty

Peng Aun (Peaceful in Hokkien dialect) Jetty was set-
up in 1960s by people from different clans not long

after Koay Jetty was established. The given name was
chosen to reflect its peaceful set-up, unlike other clan
jetties which faced the threat of demolition right from the
beginning. However, Peng Aun Jetty did not withstand
the tide of change after half a century and finally gave
way to a new high-rise housing development project

in 2006.

Peng Aun Jetty circa 2005



(demolished in 2006)

The origin of the clan: Baiqipu, Hui An District,
Quanzhou in Fujian Province
No. of buildings: 35

KOAY

7% il

The Koays were descendants of the Chinese Hui Muslim
minority originated from Quanzhou, the main Chinese
port where sea silk-route began and Arab traders used to
frequent. This group of Koays who chose to emigrate to
Penang was integrated into the greater Chinese society
and drifted away from their ancestors’ religious belief
through the years. However, one unique Muslim custom
remained and was faithfully followed. When a family
member passed away, the other members would refrain
from consuming pork for an extended period up to 3 years.
To ensure everything is pork-free, entire different set of
utensils would be used. The Koay Jetty which began in
1950’s was demolished together with Peng Aun Jetty in
2006 and the entire community dissipated as a result.

[ e i”: .-.- -‘?'-z e i‘l .'- g
Old signboard of Koay Jetty

Koay Jetty circa 2005
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CULINARY DELIGHTS
IN THE VICINITY OF THE CLAN JETTIES

The Clan Jetties area is well known to be the place for
reasonably inexpensive and delicious food in Penang.
Long associated with the working class, the eating outlets
are simple and the food is mainly Hokkien-style with
seafood as the principle ingredient. Some of the favorite
local dishes found in the vicinity of Clan Jetties are:

1. Hokkien Mee (prawn soup noodle)

2. Loh Mee (noodle in savory gravy)

3. Lok-Lok (skewered food in boiling water)
4. CQyster Porridge

5. Fish Head Bee Hoon (rice noodles)

6. Tom Yam Noodle

7. Loh Bak (meat roll)

8. Pisang Goreng (banana fritters)

9. Banchang Kuih (pancake)

10. Oh Kio (jelly dessert)

MAIN EATERIES:

a.

pooo

—h

Weld Quay Tree Shade Seafood Restaurant, opposite
Ferry Terminal

Liva Seafood Restaurant, in front of Chew Jetty
Chew Jetty Café, in front of Chew Jetty

Ka Bee Cafe, 9A Weld Quay

Ah Aun Bak Kut Teh Restaurant, between Chew Jetty
& Tan Jetty

CF Food Court, 49-F Weld Quay, corner of Armenian
Street Ghaut

Ice Kacang stall, in front of Tan Jetty

Jelly dessert stall, corner of Weld Quay and Acheen
Street Ghaut

Fried Fritters, in front of Tan Jetty

Thai Food, Tan Jetty

Prawn Fritters and Loh Bak, Tan Jetty

Xen Teck Café, in front of Tan Jetty

. Welkey Restaurant, Weld Quay

Fish Bee Hoon at Village Coffee Shop, 107A Weld Quay
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CLAN JETTIES
VISITORS’ ETIQUETTE

BE A GOOD VISITOR TO THE JETTIES:

1.
2.

3.

Smoking is strictly prohibited.

Do not litter. Make sure all waste is properly
disposed of or taken away from the site.

Avoid shouting, yelling or talking loudly.

Please avoid coming in huge numbers. This may
affect the structure of the fragile timber jetties.
Use toilets only at the designated locations.

Be sensitive to local customs. Some residents

are conservative and require more personal space.
Request permission before photographing people,
events or sacred objects.

Some areas are designated for the exclusive use
of local residents.

Good etiquette during the visit is appreciated.

SUPPORT THE LOCALS:

1.

2.

Support the host community in ways beneficial to
sustain the Clan Jetties.

Purchase locally produced items and services that
can benefit the local community.

Consult local heritage guides or residents of host
community as to how you can assist the community
even after your visit.

Share this freely distributed guidebook with your
friends to help disseminate information and promote
awareness for a better understanding of the heritage
site and its community.

GEORGE

I TOWN
WORLD
HERITAGE
INC.

George Town World Heritage Incorporated
(GTWHI) was established by the Penang State
Government as the State Heritage Agency in April
2010 to spearhead efforts to ensure that George
Town’s legacy will not be lost.

GTWHI is an organisation dedicated to protecting,
promoting and preserving George Town as a
sustainable city. GTWHI works in cooperation with
the federal, state, and local governments as well as
several non-governmental organisations to manage,
monitor, promote, and execute heritage-related
activities. We identify the problem areas, build a

strategy, and call on experts and stakeholders in our

vast network to work with us towards the solution.

George Town is a living legend, but it will disintegrate

before our very eyes should we fail to nurture it.
Therefore, research, impact studies, site usage,
public awareness, branding, promotion, public

transport, tourism, and security must be given equal

attention.

To ensure the sustainability of the World Heritage
Site, we work with many partners and collaborators,
from conservation specialists and state and city
authorities for better planning, conserving and
management of the physical site; to historians and
arts practitioners on a programme of educational
and cultural activities.

We provide advice to property owners, architects
and builders; conduct skills development
workshops; provide resources on George Town
and heritage through our library and digital archive;
and we engage with school children, students of
institutes of higher learning, and the public through
our programme of talks and activities.

Research and Documentation by:
Clement Liang

Clement Liang is an ardent history researcher and serves in
a local NGO advocating the conservation of Penang’s heritage.
He was involved in the “Save Koay Jetty” campaign in 2005
and led a project in exhibiting the history of Clan Jetties in time
for International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)
inspection before the inscription of George Town as World
Heritage Site. His other activities include conserving the
historical cemeteries, producing brochures and signboards on
the German and Siamese heritage trails in Penang.

Paintings by:
m Eric Yeoh

Artist Eric Yeoh is a true Penangite at heart who simply
adores the island. He has had solo and joint exhibitions in the
past and has collaborated with Penang Heritage Trust and
Penang Players Music & Drama Society. Apart from capturing
Penang’s charms through his artworks, like most Penangites,
he enjoys eating!





