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Madam Ch’ng Ah Han

(1934)

Accession number: S14032

Track Number: S14032_0001, S14032_0002, S14032_0003, S14032_0004, S14032_0005
Duration: 02:17:44

Language/Dialect: Hokkien

Track: S14032_0001 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:10:08

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0001 Time frame: 00:10:08 - 00:20:13

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0001 Time frame: 00:20:13 - 00:31:06

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0002 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:10:03

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0002 Time frame: 00:10:03 - 00:20:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0002 Time frame: 00:20:00 - 00:31:03

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0003 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:11:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0003 Time frame: 00:11:00 - 00:20:38

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0003 Time frame: 00:20:38 - 00:31:03

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0004 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:10:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0004 Time frame: 00:10:00 - 00:20:17

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0004 Time frame: 00:20:17- 00:31:03

Synopsis:
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Track: S14032_0005 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:13:30

Synopsis:
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Madam Ch’ng Ah Han

(1934)

Accession number: S14032

Track Number: S14032_0001, S14032_0002, S14032_0003, S14032_0004, S14032_0005
Duration: 02:17:44

Language/Dialect: Hokkien

Track: S14032_0001 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:10:08
Synopsis:

Born in Hong Kong Lane in 1934. Parents’ background. Stayed in Malay Street after getting
married in 1956. Described the renovation carried out at home. Mentioned the house door had
been changed. The reason of replacing the house window to the old styled window. Mentioned
the roof had been changed. Colour of the exterior wall. Stove used when she first moved in.
Track: S14032_0001 Time frame: 00:10:08 - 00:20:13
Synopsis:

Mentioned dismantling the original Kitchen to make way for renovation about 30 years ago.
Described the two big mirrors seen upon entering the house from the corridor when she first
moved in. Furniture in the house. Mentioned the screen, air-well and staircase at home. Name
given for the dining hall at home. Function of the dining hall. Location where the statues of
deities enshrined. Internal structure of the house. Described the toilet system used in the past
and in present days. Location of the bathroom. Described the rooms in the house.

Track: S14032_0001 Time frame: 00:20:13 - 00:31:06
Synopsis:

Described helping with cooking when she first moved in. Commonly used space in the morning
and at night. Mentioned once there were more than 20 people staying in the house. Allocation
of sleeping spaces. How she felt when she first moved in. Mentioned that later, the residents
in the house moved out gradually. Described her daily life. Place to do laundry. Her opinion
on hand washed and machine washed clothes. Continued describing her daily life. Person in
charge of cooking when they were living as a big family. How she felt when the family
members moved out gradually.

Track: S14032_0002 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:10:03
Synopsis:

Her daily life after other family members had moved out. Frequently used space at home
currently. Described her current daily life. Mentioned keeping a good relationship with
neighbours. Food used in worshipping during the wedding ceremony. Described the wedding

ceremony.
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Track: S14032_0002 Time frame: 00:10:03 - 00:20:00

Synopsis:
Continued describing the wedding ceremony. Described the clothes worn on the wedding eve.
Described the modern wedding ceremony. Spaces used in the house during the wedding

ceremony. Mentioned items given to the newly married couple during the tea session.

Track: S14032_0002 Time frame: 00:20:00 - 00:31:03

Synopsis:

Days of worship when she first moved in. Offerings prepared for the worship. Time and venue
for the worship on memorial days. Places to buy food. The reason of buying food ingredients
from different places. Described buying plenty of fruits for worshiping the Jade Emperor God.
Mentioned gathering would be held at home on the Chinese New Year’s eve. Food prepared

for the gathering. Mentioned her husband’s dialect group.

Track: S14032_0003 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:11:00

Synopsis:

The differences in cooking using charcoal and gas. Described the cooking utensils used in the
past. How to decide which type of cooking utensil to be used. Described the stove used in the
past. Described how she learnt cooking various dishes. Described the dining time when living

in a big family. Described sewing clothes for the family members.

Track: S14032_0003 Time frame: 00:11:00 - 00:20:38

Synopsis:

The reason of placing the sewing machine on the upper floor. Location of the coffin in the
house when a family member passed away. Number of days would the coffin be placed at
home. Offerings for worshipping the departed. Described the worshipping ceremony for the

departed family member. Compared funeral in the past and in the present days.

Track: S14032_0003 Time frame: 00:20:38 - 00:31:03

Synopsis:

Described the passing of her father-in-law. Described the linen clothes worn by the children
and grandchildren during her father-in-law’s funeral. Kids whom she helped taking care of at
home. Deities worshipped at home. Explained how the worship was carried out. Mentioned

the need to be cautious when placing the candles during worshipping.

Track: S14032_0004 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:10:00

Synopsis:

Days that required special worshiping. Offerings. The reason of stopped using chicken as a
sacrificial offering. Explained types of offerings. Described the way of conducting
worshipping. Days for worshipping the back lane patron god. Celebrations held from time to
time in the neighbourhood. Mentioned the situation in Penang on May 13, 19609.
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Track: S14032_0004 Time frame: 00:10:00 - 00:20:17

Synopsis:

Described the house was bought over by her children about 10 years ago from her in-laws.
Explained why she found comfortable living in the house. Described passing cooking skills to
her daughter. Mentioned that flood was a common problem about 30 years ago when the house
level was not yet lifted. The flood season. Elaborated on the flood that happened three years

ago.

Track: S14032_0004 Time frame: 00:20:17- 00:31:03

Synopsis:

How to deal with the termite problem. Described the problem faced when repairing the house.
The thing that she disliked about the house when she first moved in. Described why she liked
living in the house. The reason of enjoying living in George Town.

Track: S14032_0005 Time frame: 00:00:00 - 00:13:30

Synopsis:
Continued with the reason of enjoying living in George Town. Described in details about the
changes in George Town. Described her good relationship with neighbours. Mentioned

enjoying the hustle and bustle of George Town.




