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CHINESE SURNAMES (XINGSHI)

All Chinese people have surnames that originate from somewhere

in China, and these have a long history and tradition. Prior to the
Qin Dynasty, the two monosyllables xing and shi referred to two
discrete types of name, but today the combined term xingshi refers to
surnames, which are combined with given names (with the surname
in front) to address a person. Through surnames, we are able to
understand our origins and trace the history of our ancestors.

In the nineteenth century a large number of Chinese migrated
southwards to the Nanyang with the hope of making a better life

for themselves. In George Town they formed associations based on
social, religious, regional, or clan associations as they realised the
importance of unity in order to overcome the challenges of surviving in
an unfamiliar environment.

Chinese clan associations in George Town are organisations that
emphasise the importance of blood ties. The ancestral temples of clan
associations serve as places for worshipping clan ancestors and deities.
Clan meetings in which clan regulations are decided also take place here,
along with weddings, funerals, and birthday celebrations and so on.

Inthe early days, the clan associations also acted as places where clan
members could seek help and refuge. The associations helped to organise
lodging and jobs for new migrants, care for the poor and sick, and assist
with funeral rituals for those who had no-one else to rely on to do so.

The clan associations’ leaders believed that knowledge was the key
to improving one’s life; they funded the building of schools and
established education and university funds for their members’ children.

Although the above functions have now been taken on by the
government or other commercial enterprises, the clan associations
played an important role in the lives of the early pioneers, and we
should acknowledge and thank them for these contributions. The
ancestral temples situated along the streets of George Town will always
be home to all clan members — whether they are based in Penang or
not —and they hold precious sources of information about clan history
for the future generations of Penang Chinese.
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A. TEOH SI CHENG HOE TONG PENANG

The blazing pearl glass globe.

Members of the Teoh clan have settled in Penang since at least 1841.
In 1895, the clansman Cheong Fatt Tze bought the present site of Teoh
Si Cheng Hoe Tong from an Englishman and donated it to the ancestral
temple of Teoh Si Cheng Hoe Tong Chee Tong Tay Koon on 26 June,
1896. He donated an adjacent plot of land on 4 June, 1898 as the
location of Cheng Hoe (Teoh Si) School.

When the ancestral hall was established is not recorded, but it was
officially registered on 20 August 1891. In 1931, clan members
decided to refurbish the ancestral clan temple which had been in a
state of disrepair for some time. The arch gate at the main entrance was
completed on 22 December 1967.

(Clan members organise worship ceremonies during Chinese
New Year and the festival of the Winter Solstice. In April 1975,
the first education aid award was presented, and in 1983, the first
scholarships were presented to members’ children who obtained
excellent academic results.

Teoh Si Cheng Hoe Tong underwent interior renovation in 2010. A year
later, the Teoh clan members travelled from near and far to celebrate its
120th anniversary. cp

9

< TEOH SI CHENG HOE TONG PENANG
260-B, Lebuh Carnarvon, 10100 Pulau Pinang.
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B. CHEW SI KEE SAN TONG, PENANG

Patron saint San Gong Zi Ye. The ancestral memorial tablets.

The Chew Si Kee San Tong is open to members from any dialect

group as long as they bear the surname Chew. According to historical
records, the first four Chew clan members arrived in the Malay
Peninsula as early as 1821. One of them was Chew Chye Yee who
donated a plot of land in Sungai Dua in Penang to the Chew Si Kee San
Tong before his return to China. The association Chew Si Chong Soo
was registered in 1891.

In 1915, during the annual general meeting of the Chew Si Chong Soo,
its members resolved to form Chew Si Kee San Tong and raised funds
to purchase a bungalow in Lebuh Kimberley as their clan house. In
July 1989, the Registrar of Societies approved the amendments to the
rules and regulations of Chew Si Kee San Tong.

In the 1990s, the board of directors decided to build a modern building
on the present location to accommodate the association’s increased
membership. On 16 September 1996, the Chew clan members
celebrated the completion of the new building which coincided with the
80th anniversary of the Chew Si Kee San Tong. ax

<o

qDi_’%(:HEW SI KEE SAN TONG, PENANG
33, Lebuh Kimberley, 10100 Pulau Pinang.
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C. PERSATUAN ZHUANG AND YAN PULAU PINANG

In the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties, members of the Ch'ng clan
from Tong'an in Fujian sailed across the ocean to seek new livelihoods.
Clan members who had been successful decided to establish Ch'ng

Si Soo Bee Tong in 1920, to look after the rights and welfare of their
fellow clan members and to provide a means for clan members to
consolidate relationships with one another.

Originally, Ch'ng Si Soo Bee Tong was located in Lorong Carnarvon,
but in 1955, was shifted to its permanent location in Lebuh Kimberley.

Every year on the fifteenth day of the eighth lunar month, the members
of Ch'ng Si Soo Bee Tong conduct a ceremony to celebrate the birthday
of Da Wang Gong

During the 2004 annual general meeting of Ch’ng Si Soo Bee Tong, the
association was renamed Persatuan Zhuang & Yan Pulau Pinang and
officially registered as such under the Registrar of Societies. This was
because during the Han Dynasty, Emperor Ming’s personal name was
Liu Zhuang, and the Zhuang clan members had changed their surname
to Yan to avoid the taboo character for Zhuang. o

9

{:PERSATUAN ZHUANG AND YAN PULAU PINANG
26, Lebuh Kimberley, 10100 Pulau Pinang.
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D. LAM YEONG TONG YAP TEMPLE
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immortal riding on a phoenix.




D. LAM YEONG TONG YAP TEMPLE

Established at the end of the nineteenth century, the Tong Yeong Seah
Seh Yap Kongsi was the earliest organisation established by members
of the Yap clan. It was followed in 1910, by a second association called
the Hui Tek Chun Ong Seh Yap Kongsi. In 1924, both organisations
were merged to form the Lam Yeong Tong Yap Temple. Initially, the
temple only had a few dozen members, but this number has since
increased to more than 700 members today. The temple serves as a
platform to connect and unite Yap members of the Yap clan throughout
Penang state. Its assets and funds have grown gradually but steadily
and a variety of activities are held there annually.

In 1920, members of the Yap clan began to build the Yap Temple on

its present site in Lebuh Armenian and construction was completed

in 1924. After the Japanese invasion in 1941, temple activities were
halted and resumed only after the end of the war under the leadership
of Yeap Chor Ee. In 1958, the temple constitution was reshuffled to
allow the members to elect the executive committee for a two-year term
and the organisational structure was renamed the Lam Yeong Tong Yap
Kongsi Supervision Council.

Aside from the purpose of building camaraderie among clan members,
the Yap Kongsi was set up to offer a place of worship to ancestral
tablets as well as conducting spring and winter ceremonies. In 1950,
Yeap Chor Ee donated a piece of land beside the clan temple to
construct Choo Che Keong Temple. In 1954, the temple was completed
for the worship of Hui Tek Chun Ong, the clan ancestor from eleven
generations back. In 1974, the Management Committee of Choo Che
Keong temple was formed. Clan members celebrate the birthdays of
Hui Tek Chun Ong, Cheng Chooi Chor Soo, Si Tai Guan Suay (The
Four Great Generals) and Hock Teik Cheng Sin. The temple has been
renovated three times in 1975, 1980 and 1998.

[n 1971, a committee was established to oversee the award of
scholarships to clan members’ children. In 1982, this committee
expanded and was named the ‘Education and Welfare Fund Management
Committee.” It began to offer non-interest tertiary education loans to
undergraduates and welfare aid to clan members in need. o

LAM YEONG TONG YAP TEMPLE

o

71, Lebuh Armenian, 10200 Pulau Pinang.
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Khoo-Ridge decoration-Jian
nian pai tou (The cut-and paste
porcelain shardwork).




E. LEONG SAN TONG KHOO KONGSI

The Genealogy of the Exquisite hanging basket
Khoo Clan. under the eaves.
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E. LEONG SAN TONG KHOO KONGSI

Zeng Yanshi, an assistant army commander of the Tang Dynasty
migrated southward to Wenlong (Longshan), Nan'an County, in
Quanzhou, Fujian Province around 885 AD to avoid the Huang Chao
rebellion. His descendants also moved a number of times. Khoo Chian
Eng, the twenty-third generation descendent of Zeng Yanshi received
an inheritance from the Khoo family and was then venerated as the
ancestor of the Khoo clan of Xinkang Village, in Haicheng County.

There were members of the Khoo clan living in Penang even
before Francis Light settled on the island. As of 1824, the

number of members of the Khoo clan in Penang stood at over one
hundred, and they already had a good financial base and a strong
social organisation. In 1835, the Khoo clan members founded

Ee Kok Tong. In 1850, after being purchased from an English
businessman, the current site of the Khoo Kongsi was constructed
as multi-functional premises.

The Khoos demolished and rebuilt their temple in 1894, and it took
eight years to rebuild their clan house. Unfortunately, the newly-built
clan house was almost completely razed by fire in 1901. Not to be
deterred, the Khoo clansmen reconstructed the clan house from scratch
in 1902, and after four years of hard work, the majestic clan house that
still stands today was completed.

In 1907, the Khoo clan’s two-grade elementary school was set up in
the clan house. In 1914, the school moved to the four houses located

Detail of roof decoration.



E. LEONG SAN TONG KHOO KONGS

L L T e,

The main hall - Zheng Shun Gong.

on Lebuh Victoria and changed its name to Sin Kang Primary School.
In 1953, the Khoo Kongsi assigned three acres of land in Thean Teik
Estate and twenty-thousand dollars to construct a permanent building
for the Sin Kang Primary School.

Beginning in 1978, the Khoo Kongsi collaborated with a developer

to transform Thean Teik Estate into the present township of Bandar
Baru Air Itam. In 1993, Sin Kang Primary School was rebuilt as a new
building and equipped with modern teaching facilities. At present, the
Khoo Kongsi still offers educational aid and scholarships to urge the
younger generations of the Khoo clan to pursue their education.

On the first day of the 11th lunar month every year, the Khoo clan
celebrates Ancestors’ Remembrance Day. On this day, new ancestral
tablets are enshrined in the ancestral hall altar. Ancestor worship is
also conducted on Tomb Sweeping Day, the Dragon Boat Festival and
the Founders’ Anniversary. cH

<O

C\f){—;ﬂmc SAN TONG KHOO KONGSI
18, Medan Cannon, 10200 Pulau Pinang.
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F. SEH TEK TONG CHEAH KONGSI

Cheah clansmen from Shitang (Sek Tong) Village of the Sandu (Sam
Toh) district of the Haicheng County in Zhangzhou, Fujian settled in
Penang and founded the big clan association house around 1810.
0On 15 March 1820, the forefathers of the Cheah clan purchased their
first landed property in George Town in the name of the two ‘Hock Haw
Kong’, the patron deities of their home village. In 1828, the “Cheah Kay
Hock Haw Kong Kongsi” purchased the present site of the ancestral
temple. In 1858, the construction project was completed successfully
and named Chong Tek Tong Cheah Kay Beow after the two Hock Haw
Kong, the Cheah patron saints.

In 1891, the Cheah Kay Hock Haw Kong Kongsi was officially
registered under the Registrar of Societies. Fourteen members from the
descendants of the clan’s ten sections formed the Board of Trustees to
manage its administration. In 1912, the Board of Trustees acquired the
Cheah Sek Tong Clan Cemetery.

In 1918, the Cheah Kongsi established the Sek Tong Cheah Si Geok
Chye School and in the same year began awarding scholarships and
education aid to young clan members.

In 1933, Cheah Kongsi underwent major restoration and subsequently
was renamed Sek Tong Cheah Si Seh Tek Tong Hock Haw Kong Kongsi
through the unification of the two names of the original ancestral
temples in the ancestral village.

The formal name of the kongsi as Seh Tek Tong Cheah Kongsi was
made known to public in 2011. <

_,g
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Model of the Cheahs’ ancestral The Yu Chye School,
worship hall. founded in 1918.

JD& SEH TEK TONG CHEAH KONGSI
O

8, Lebuh Armenian, 10200 Pulau Pinang.
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longevity and riches. descendents of the Tan clan.




G. ENG CHUAN TONG TAN KONGSI

Itis possible that Eng Chuan Tong Tan Kongsi, formerly known as
Chen Sheng Wang Kongsi, was established before 1810 — the year
in which the clan acquired their first common clan property in Lebuh
China. In that year, the kongsi members set up the Wei Hui Temple.
The former premises of Eng Chuan Tong Tan Kongsi were built near
Lebuh Chulia. The hall we see today was built in 1878.

In 1917, a set of rules and regulations was proposed by the clan
member Chen Xinzheng and others; the clan hall was managed under
the responsibility of twenty trustees consisting of eighteen from the
Hokkien faction and two from the Teochew faction. During the Japanese
Occupation which began in 1941, many historic relics vanished and

all activities were suspended except the worshipping ceremonies for
Chinese New Year and the Mid-Autumn Festival.

Atter the Second World War, Eng Chuan Tong Tan Kongsi was restored
and extended with a gate and courtyard walls, and the restoration was
completed in 1949. In 1951, more restoration work was carried out on
the Tan Kongsi, and clan members held a grand worshipping ceremony
to celebrate its completion. Tan Kongsi was refurbished in 1992.

The Tan Clan School was founded in 1917 to offer free education to the
children of the Tan Clan members. Later it was opened to the public
and was renamed Eng Chuan School. In 1959, a new school building
was built in Lebuh Katz to provide better facilities for the students.

The Tan Kongsi set up an education aid fund committee in 1962 to
assist children in need with funds for their studies. Since 1995, Tan
Kongsi has offered interest-free study loans for undergraduates.

Each year, clan members attend two ceremonies of ancestor worship
— on the fifteenth day of the Chinese New Year and the Festival of
the Winter Solstice. Graduates and pupils of Eng Chuan School sing
together at these festivals. o

ENG CHUAN TONG TAN KONGSI
28, Seh Tan Court, Lebuh Pantai, 10300 Pulau Pinang.
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H. BOON SAN
TONG
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Qiu Gongsi)

Wood carving depicting an
immortal riding on a phoenix.




H. BOON SAN TONG KHOO KONGSI

T

Ornately-carved wooden frame The interior of the main hall.
structure below the roof eaves.



H. BOON SAN TONG KHOO KONGSI

The Boon San Tong Khoo Kongsi is a subdivision of the Leong San
Tong Khoo Kongsi. The founding fathers of the Khoo clan based this
subdivision on the settlements (referred to as divisions) in Xinjiang
village, and the next generations continued to live in these dwellings.
Boon San Tong Khoo Kongsi’s ancestral founder, Qiu Guangwen — also
a fifth generation descendant of Qiu Qianrong — chose to name his
Khoo clan house after the name of where his ancestor had come from
in Haigian division of Sinjiang village.

The Boon San Tong Khoo Kongsi is divided into six main divisions
based on Qiu Guang Wen'’s six children — the eldest son, Gonggian
(first Hai Division), second son of Gongchen (second Hai Division),
third son of Gonghong (third Hai Division), fourth son of Gongjun
(fourth Hai Division), fifth son of Gongyu (fifth Hai Division) and the
youngest son, Gongzheng (sixth Hai Division). Today, there are only
five divisions remaining in Boon San Tong Khoo Kongsi, as the sixth
Hai Division of Gongzheng had no descendants.

Boon San Tong’ s temple was built in 1878 which was earlier than
the current Leong San Tong’s temple. The Leong Shan Tong’s temple
had been burned down and rebuilt again. The scale of Boon San
Tong’s temple is smaller than Leong San Tong, but the building has
a longer history.

Boon San Tong Khoo Kongsi has a Board of Trustees to manage and
execute clan programmes and affairs — each division delegates two
representatives to assume office as trustees. The Board of Trustees
handles the annual ancestor worship during the Tomb Sweeping

and Winter Solstice Festivals, the registration of newborns from the
family of Boon San Tong Khoo Kongsi and the placement ceremony of
ancestral memorial tablets.

Prudent investments and management of its properties have ensured

a good accumulation of wealth over time which gives the Boon San
Tong the means to award high school and university scholarships to its
members to encourage their studies. o

BOON SAN TONG KHOO KONGSI
117A, Lebuh Victoria, 10300 Pulau Pinang.

o
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. A GUIDE TO SELECTED CHINESE CLAN HOUSES
IN THE GEORGE TOWN WORLD HERITAGE SITE
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Wooden carved hanging basket.
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I. HAR YANG SIT TEIK TONG YEOH KONGSI

The Tua Pek Kong Temple in Lebuh Armenian was the centre of
activities for the five major clan associations — or kongsis, namely the
Tan, Khoo, Cheah, Yeoh and Lim clans. Except the Tan, all the clans
originated from Sandu, in Haicheng County in the Zhangzhou district
of Fujian Province during the Qing dynasty period.

The migration of members of the Yeoh began during the last years of
the Yuan Dynasty. The voyages of Admiral Zheng He under the Ming
Dynasty inspired the migration of Southern Chinese, particularly the
Yeoh clan, to flee from disasters in Fujian province to start life anew in
Southeast Asia. In the 1830s, the Yeoh clan founded the Yeoh Temple.
After that, the offspring of Yang Deging, an inhabitant of Xiayang
Village in Sandu in Fujian established Har Yang Sit Teik Tong Yeoh
Kongsi at No. 3, Gat Lebuh Chulia; the main entrance of the Kongsi
had its own private pier facing the sea.

In the past the Yeoh Kongsi was an organisation centered on the
collective sharing of resources of amongst ancestral lineages. With the
aim of conscientiously attending to the needs of its own clansmen, Har
Yang Sit Teik Tong Yeoh Kongsi accepted only Yeoh clan members who
originated from Xiayang Village in Fujian.

After the completion of the kongsi, the Yeoh clan looked into joint
property-buying ventures and rental as a source of funding for
sustaining and managing the Yeoh Kongsi.

In 1929, Yeoh Kongsi built a meeting chamber and restored the Yeoh
Kongsi at a cost of 20,000 Straits Dollars. Two more restorations of
the Yeoh Kongsi were carried out in 1972 and 2008. A well and a
performing stage in the forecourt were blown up during the Second
World War. cH

HAR YANG SIT TEIK TONG YEOH KONGSI
3, Gat Lebuh Chulia, 10300 Pulau Pinang.
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of two dragons and a pearl.




J. KEW LEONG TONG LIM KONGSI




J. KEW LEONG TONG LIM KONGSI

From 1821, the descendants of the Lin clan (Lim) from Aoguan
Village in Sandu began trading with Penang. In 1863, Lin Qingjia from
Aoguan founded the Toon Pun Tong and Bian Soot Tong at the Heng
Boh Company at 164 Lebuh Pantai. After construction was completed
in 1866 Toon Pun Tong and Bian Soot Tong moved to the present
location of Kew Leong Tong.

Kew Leong Tong Lim Kongsi opened its membership to the Lin clan
members from Sandu in Haicheng County in Zhangzhou, Fujian
Province; Toon Pun Tong only took in the descendants of Lin Rang
who originated from the six divisions in Aoguan Village known as:
Gonggian, Xiahe, Shiyi, Zhujiao, Hongchuohou and Shanwei; and Bian
Soot Tong only accepted descendants from two divisions of Aoguan,
namely Gonggian and Xiahe.

These three organisations share Kew Leong Tong as their clan base but
each one manages and administers its own programmes and activities.

The main shrine of Kew Leong Tong Lim Kongsi pays tribute to the
goddess of seafarers, Tianshang Shengmu, better known as Matsu
(Mar Chor Poh). Her birthday is celebrated each year on the twenty-
third day of the third lunar month.

In 1908, the Lin Clan Double-Grade School was established within
the Kew Leong Tong Lim Kongsi to provide free education for its clan
members. It was later closed down due to restricted conditions under
the Schools Registration Ordinance in 1920. An annual event is held
to provide assistance and support to the Lin children’s pursuit of
education, in particular of tertiary education.

Toon Pun Tong and Bian Soot Tong both celebrated their 150th
anniversaries in 2013. o

KEW LEONG TONG LIM KONGSI
234, Lebuh Pantai, 10300 Pulau Pinang.
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< KOO SAING WOOI PENANG I
(Bincheng Liu Guan Zhang Zhao Guchenghui)
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K. KOO SAING WOOI PENANG

-l

Statues of the four heroes Liu Bei,

Guan Yu, Zhang Fei, and Zhao Yun.

The Koo Saing Wooi in Penang is believed to be the oldest combined-
surname association in the country.

The allusion to the four surnames (Liu, Guan, Zhang, and Zhao)
associated with the Koo Saing Wooi originates from a section of the
famous novel “Romance of Three Kingdoms” entitled ‘Taking Oath in
the Peach Garden’, in which Liu Bei, Guan Yu and Zhang Fei became
sworn brothers with the later addition of the general Zhao Yun. Koo
Saing Wooi Koon was named in commemoration of their loyal, merciful
and brave spirits.

In 1872, a group of clan members with the surnames Lau (Liu), Kuan
(Guan), Teoh (Zhang) and Teo (Zhao) jointly founded the ancestral
temple. Their initial objectives were mainly to safeguard and protect
the interests of Straits Chinese and care for the wellbeing of Chinese
immigrants in Penang.

Under the Japanese occupation from 1941 to 1945 all activities of the
temple were temporarily suspended and many of its historic treasures,
literature and documented records were lost.

The members of Koo Saing Wooi have continued to keep alive the
rich culture of the Chinese community. They regularly conduct annual
ceremonies, including celebrations of the Tomb Sweeping and Winter
Solstice Festivals, and the worship of both their ancestors and of the
four sworn brothers, Liu Bei, Guan Yu, Zhang Fei and Zhao Yun. cH

9

<2 K00 SAING WOOI PENANG
67, Lebuh King, 10200 Pulau Pinang.
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L. CHIN SI1 TOONG SO0
(Bineng Chenshi Zongci)

~ The exterior of fhe Chm Si Toong Soo

11 |

“1




In 1872, members of the Chin clan from Guangdong who arrived in
Penang formed an organisation known as the Chin Si Mansion. The
Chin Si Mansion was founded to encourage camaraderie between clan
members, look after their welfare, and care for the sick and helpless, as
well as to handle the funeral ceremonies of the clan members who died
alone in a foreign land.

In the first years of the twentieth century, the members of the Chin Si
Mansion built the ancestral hall at No. 64, Lebuh King and in the same
year renamed it as Chin Si Toong Soo.

Members of the Chin Si Toong Soo carry out ancestral worship several
times a year after which a feast is held for clan members. The Hungry
Ghost Festival during the seventh lunar month marks the time for Chin
Si Toong Soo members to gather, visit and sweep seven ancient main
graves of the Chin family located at the First, Second and Third public
cemeteries of Penang Kwangtung and Dingzhou (Teng Chew).

In 1976, the Chin Si Toong Soo set up a scholarship fund to encourage
the young children of the Chin clan to excel in the pursuit of education.
In 1979, Chin Si Toong Soo set up an education subsidy and loan
funds to assist students’ educational pursuits. o

9

< CHIN SI TOONG SO0
64, Lebuh King, 10200 Pulau Pinang.
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M. NG SEE KAH MIEW

M. NG SEE KAH
MIEW

(Wushi Jiamiao)

Ng (Wu) clansmen worship Fire-sealing gable.

Wu Zixu, their first ancestor.



M. NG SEE KAH MIEW

Prior to the establishment of Ng See Kah Miew (Ng Ancestral Temple)
around 1890, the Ng clan pioneers rented one of the ‘Twelve Penang
Houses' located in what is now Lorong Amoy to set up the Ng Clan
House. So the Ng clan association has been in existence for at least a
century. At Ng See Kah Miew, a logbook is still kept which records the
donations by its members dating back to 1886. The logbook gives a
clear indication of 3,146 members of Ng See Kah Miew —an unusually
large membership in that era.

Aside from assisting newly-arrived clan members to look for a
job, the Ng See Kah Miew also offered recuperation space for sick
clan members and assisted with funeral and burial arrangements.
It continues to offer medical, welfare and education aid to its clan
members today.

Each year on the twenty-third day of the ninth lunar month, Ng See
Kah Miew holds an anniversary dinner in conjunction with the birthday
celebration of Wu Zixu. According to Chinese historical records, the
Ng surname can be traced back to Wu Zixu, an illustrious figure and
the first ancestor of the Ng clan.

To encourage the growth of the Ng lineage, since June 2001, the
temple management has offered an angpow (red envelope) of RM88 to
newly born male babies provided the families inform the management
within one month of the birth, in addition, the management also
arranges ancestral worship during the baby’s full moon celebrations.

In 1997, in response to the call of the United Chinese School
Committee of Malaysia (Dong Jiao Zong), and despite financial
challenges, the Ng See Kah Miew management still offered RM10,000
to the first phase of New Era College’s building fund. This generous
donation was made in conjunction with the centennial celebration of
Ng See Kah Miew. o

NG SEE KAH MIEW

o

40, Lebuh King, 10200 Pulau Pinang.
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N. LEE SIH CHONG S00, PENANG
(Bincheng Lishi Zongci)
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N. LEE SIH CHONG SO0 PENANG

Round window with bamboo
decoration.

Lee Sih Chong Soo was registered as a legal organisation in

1925. The Lee clan managed to raise 20,000 dollars to purchase a
shophouse at No. 39 Lebuh King. This shop house was renovated
in accordance with the model and structure of the clan house in the
ancestral village in China.

During the Japanese Occupation all activities of the temple were
suspended and valuable relics and documents were lost or destroyed.
After 1947, the leadership of Lee Sih Chong Soo resumed its services,
and continued to campaign for and protect the rights and benefits of
the Lee clan members.

With an increase in membership the old ancestral hall could no longer
accommodate growing demand. Under the leadership of Lee Guat
Cheow, the association’s new building in Jalan Burma was finally
inaugurated on 22 December 1961.

The remaining funds left over from the construction of the new building
were allocated to scholarship and welfare funds and from 1964, annual
Lee Clan Temple scholarships and welfare funding were officially set
up. The management of the association further set up an academic
achiever grant and made study loans available. <
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<< LEE SIH CHONG SO0, PENANG
39, Lebuh King, 10200 Pulau Pinang.

¢



0. TAY KOON OH KONGSI | TENG BEE OH TOON BOK TONG | SEH FOO KONGSI ANN TENG TONG

0. TAY KOON OH KONGSI
(Dijun Hu Gongsi)

TENG BEE OH TOON BOK TONG

(Dingmei Hushi Dunmu Tang)

SEH FOO KONGSI ANN TENG TONG
(Bincheng Yongding Hushi Anding Tang)

B TAY KOON OH KONGS| I

(Dijun Hu Gongsi)

Tay Koon Oh Kongsi was jointly established in 1864, after the Oh
forefathers had founded Penang Teng Bee Oh Toon Bok Tong and
Penang Seh Foo Kongsi Ann Teng Tong. The Oh Kongsi was founded
not only to pay tribute to the clan ancestors, but also to encourage
fellowship between clan members and take care of their welfare.

The association building is shared among the three organisations: The
main kongsi known as the Tay Koon Oh Kongsi, and the two branch
Kongsis, Teng Bee Oh Toon Bok Tong and Seh Foo Kongsi Ann Teng
Tong. Both branch kongsis each appoint twelve representatives to form
the Board of Trustees, which manages the properties, accounts and
affairs of Tay Koon Oh Kongsi.

Each year the Ohs celebrate both birthdays of Kuan Tay Koon on the
thirteenth day of the first and fifth lunar months, they also celebrate the
Hungry Ghost Festival, the Winter Solstice Festival, and hold an annual
dinner and scholarship presentation day to the young Oh children.

I TENG BEE OH TOON BOK TONG I

(Dingmei Hushi Dunmu Tang)

In 1863, in order to remind their descendents of their ancestral
village, Oh clan members from Dingmei (Teng Bee) Village, in
Tong'an County of Fujian Province gathered together to establish
the Oh ancestral temple, also known as Teng Bee Oh Si Toon Bok
Tong (which shares a similar name with the ancestral temple in their
homeland) as a branch kongsi.



0.TAY KOON OH KONGSI | TENG BEE OH TOON BOK TONG | SEH FOO KONGSI ANN TENG TONG

Procession plaques and props. Main hall.

Twelve committee members are elected to take charge of daily
affairs and another twelve trustees are elected to manage the
property of the kongsi. The welfare section assists members in
need, and the education section conducts an annual scholarship
presentation ceremony.

SEH FOO KONGSI ANN TENG TONG I
(Bincheng Yongding Hushi Anding Tang)

In 1863, members of the Hakka Foo clan (Hu in Mandarin, Oh in
Hokkien) from Yongding County in Fujian Province founded the Seh
Foo Kongsi Ann Teng Tong. During the third and seventh lunar month
of every year, the Foo clansmen visit their main ancestral tomb for
Spring and Autumn ceremonies of worship.

The Ann Teng Tong has an education section which provides interest-
free university loans and scholarships, and a welfare section which
offers assistance to clan members in challenging situations.

In 2007, the kongsi spent RM1.2 million to build a new five-storey
building at Lorong Selamat as a centre for the clan association’s
various activities.

[D; TAY KOON OH KONGSI | TENG BEE OH TOON BOK
~~ TONG | SEH FOO KONGSI ANN TENG TONG

CKD.’ 70, Lebuh Penang, 10200 Pulau Pinang.
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P MOEY SHE TEMPLE PENANG

(Bincheng Meishi Jiamiao)

The interior of Pow Pon Hong. Front hall.



In the late Qing Dynasty, many Mei clan members migrated from China
to seek a new life in Penang. In 1841, the clan leader Mei Foxing

made a request to his fellow clan members for help in establishing an
association to look after the welfare of the newly-arrived clansmen, and
he received an enthusiastic response. The clan association was first
gstablished on Lebuh Pantai.

Sixty years after its foundation, the clan temple could no longer
accommodate the increasing number of clan members arriving on the
Malay Peninsula. The temple chairman, Mei Zhongya, proposed the
building of a new clan temple. After years of preparation, they were
finally able to purchase a piece of land for construction. In 1909, the
new clan temple — similar in architectural design to the original clan
temple in their homeland — was completed in its present location. With
the help of generous donations from clan members, the Moey clan
managed to bear the construction costs.

In 1941, on the eve of the Japanese invasion the clan temple held its
centennial anniversary celebration. During the Japanese invasion,
many buildings were destroyed by bombing, but fortunately the Moey
She Temple remained intact.

In 1974, the ancestral temple underwent major restoration work. It
was successfully completed through the enthusiastic response from
clan members and the hard work of committee members. After the
restoration work, the Moey She Temple initiated annual scholarship
awards for the younger generations of the Mei clan. o

MOEY SHE TEMPLE PENANG
31, Lebuh Penang, 10200 Pulau Pinang.
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0. KOONG HAR TONG SOCIETY
(Jiangxia Tang Huangshi Zongci)

2 M &
KOONG HAR TONG

The exterior.




Q. KOONG HAR TONG SOCIETY

Portraits of the Wongs’
paraphernalia. ancestor Huang Yaoshan.

In 1828, the Koong Har Tong Temple was built in Lebuh Penang with
the full support of the Wong clan. In 1911, members of the Wong
Clan developed statutes to better strengthen the organisation of the
clan association. During the Second World War the entire temple was
destroyed by bombing, and after the war, clan members from all over
Malaysia gave their support for its reconstruction. Finally in 1963, a
celebratory ceremony was held to celebrate the 135th anniversary of
the foundation of the temple as well as its reconstruction.

It took the Koong Har Tong Society three years to compile and print
the genealogy of the Wong clan and a special anniversary issue of this
was published in 1970. A scholarship and grants subcommittee was
formed in 1970 to manage the education fund for the children of the
members of the Wong clan.

A Koong Har Tong Society Chinese Orchestra existed from 1974 till
1982, and the performances by the clan members received good
reviews. Unfortunately the orchestra was discontinued due to a lack
of members.

In 1988, the temple underwent a second restoration and
commemorated its 160th anniversary on a grand scale. ci

KOONG HAR TONG SOCIETY
39, Lebuh Penang, 10200 Pulau Pinang.
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SPELLING LIST OF CHINESE SURNAMES

Surname Spelling in Other spellings
in Chinese  Hanyu Pinyin based on local
Character dialect pronunciation
B Y 8D, Yo, Yip 60
B WU On NG, €IC
X1 Liu Law, Lau, Low, Lao, etc
;g ....................... o . uaanangetc ...................
315 ....................... ZhangTeOhChungChangetC ........
,igg ....................... ZhaoTeowetc ................................
$L| ................................. L eeem ..................................
1@; ....................... YangYethangetc ......................
R . hooetc ...............................
G
ﬁHHu ................................ (.). hAWWOOFOOGtC ............
1‘§Me| .............................. é OGYMoeyMometc ............
1%1 ....................... R : heahChlaS|ahetc ............
G : |mL|ngetc .........................
E ....................... Wang ........................... : ngWongHenangetc
14F ....................... o . hathoretc ......................
}% ....................... S : hewChowetc .....................
E ....................... Zhuang ......................... : hngChengChoong .........
Chong, Chung, Cheung,
e S EC e
= Yan Yeam, Yam, etc
ﬁHuang .......................... : 0|W0ngHwangNgetc .....
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REMINDERS

1) Chinese clan houses are sacred places meant for
ancestor worship. Certain clan houses are not
open to the public, so please ask for permission
before entering the premises.

2) Be sensitive to local customs; request permission
before photographing people, ceremonies or
cultural relics.

3) When entering the clan houses, be respectful
and take note that smoking, littering, raising
one’s vaice and other uncivilised behaviour are
prohibited.

GTWHI would like to express its thanks to the following for their
assistance with this brochure:

Tan Yeow Wooi
Wong Yee Tuan
Catherine Churchman
Kwoh Shoo Chen
Hwang Chee Meng
Tan Wooi Yen

Sources of content:
‘Chinese Clans in Penang: A Concise History’ published by Penang
Chinese Clan Council

The headmen of the Chinese Clan Associations in George Town
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HERITAGE
INC.

GEORGE TOWN WORLD HERITAGE INCORPORATED
George Town World Heritage Incorporated was established by the
Penang State Government as the State Heritage Agency in April 2010 to
spearhead efforts to ensure that George Town’s legacy will not be lost.

GTWHI is an organisation dedicated to protecting, promoting and
preserving George Town as a sustainable city. GTWHI works in
cooperation with the federal, state, and local governments as well as
several non-governmental organisations to manage, monitor, promote,
and execute heritage-related activities. We identify the problem

areas, build a strategy, and call on experts and stakeholders in our
vast network to work with us towards the solution.

George Town is a living legend, but it will disintegrate before our
very eyes should we fail to nurture it. Therefore, research, impact
studies, site usage, public awareness, branding, promotion, public
transport, tourism and security must be given equal attention.

To ensure the sustainability of the World Heritage Site, we work with
many partners and collaborators, from conservation specialists and
state and city authorities for better planning, conserving and
management of the physical site; to historians and art practitioners
on a programme of educational and cultural activities.

We provide advice to property owners, architects and builders; conduct
skills development workshops; provide resources on George Town and
heritage through our library and digital archive; and we engage with
school children, students of institutes of higher learning, and the
public through our programme of talks and activities.

This publication is copyrighted to George Town World Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI). All rights reserved. Unless stated otherwise,
no content may be copied, distributed, published or used in any way,

in whole or in part, without prior written consent of the publisher and/
or author. GTWHI shall not be held liable for any unintentional errors
or omissions that may be found in this publication.
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GEORGE TOWN WORLD HERITAGE INCORPORATED (899127-U)
116 & 118 Lebuh Acheh, 10200 Penang, Malaysia.

Tel.: (+604) 261 6606 | Fax.: (+604) 261 6605

Email: info@gtwhi.com.my | Website: www.gtwhi.com.my




