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Heritage Shophouse Features
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terracotta U/V-shape tiles

purlin
batten
ceiling
column head

roof beam
under eave

louvre shutters

low wall
under shutters

bressumer beam
ceramic air-vent

column

carved
ventilated door

terracotta tiles

granite edge

granite step
open drain

drain outlet

party wall
roof ridge

gable end
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steps

granite paved
air well

internal drain

air-vent

L wooden screen/partition

Features of a Shophouse “Southern Chinese” Eclectic Style

|attice ventilation

timber joists

Branite/brick ¢ Architectural Form Understand the division and use

L wooden staircase ¢

S

style of your shophouse in order to recover the authentic
features on the fagade. (see inside page)

of space, the function of the five-foot way, airwell and
back-balcony in relation to ventilation and feng shui.

Traditional Materials Learn the scientific facts about
traditional building materials (timber, stone, clay & lime)
and why they suit the environment in George Town.

Traditional Building Knowledge Get a trained
conservationist, contractor or worker who knows how to
source for traditional materials and how to build using

these materials.

(

Visit George Town World Heritage Inc. (GTWHI) before you plan repair or restoration
work on your heritage building. For more info www.gtwhi.com.my | 04 261 6606

Shophouse lllustration : Tan Yeow Wooi



\SAN p
R U’\//

o a1¥oy

N

Toe, PATR\"\O

Heritage Shophouse Styles @ =

History

Heritage Shophouse Styles

We are the

We have to use best artisan

other building
material.

I pay for your
trip, you work
forme now. _A

Brick house is
good, don’t -
catch fire easily. 44 @

Good to make
l our own bricks

‘ Only Chinese
artisans can

make Chinese-

/ .{"W'I ==

“Early Penang” Style
1790s-1850s

Physical Appearance Physical Appearance
¢ 1-2 storeys (low) ¢ 2-3 storeys
¢ Simple facade 4 From simple to decorative fagade

4 Chinese influence: carved timber door,
air vents, gable end, air-well etc.

¢ European and Indian influence:
full width timber louvered shuttered
windows & U/V-shaped terracotta roof tiles

Good money
from tin mining.
’m sending
\ you to school

“Early Straits”
Eclectic Style
1890s-1910s

1910s...

Rubber boom makes
us Straits-born
Chinese live like

Taukeh, hari §
ini dapat 200

facade with
tiles imported
from Europe.

“Late Straits”
Eclectic Style
1910s-1930s

Straits Eclectic Substyles

Physical Appearance

¢ 2-3 storeys

¢ Chinese influence: carved timber
door, air vents, gable end, air-well etc.

4 European influence: full-length
shuttered windows, geometric-
patterned coloured clay floor tiles

Physical Appearance

¢ 2-3 storeys

¢ Chinese influence: carved timber door,
air vents, gable end, air-well etc.

4 European influence: full-length shuttered
windows, projecting roof, brackets, plaster
relief, geometric-patterned floor tiles and
dado panel tiles below windows

4

1930s... 1950s...

Yeah mate, <
let’s build

Cinema is the most
popular entertainment

Look! Concrete
can be used to
design curved

We can even
build vertical
sunshade fins.

that Shanghai
look.

Art Deco Style
1930s-1960s

Early Modern Style
1950s-1970s

Physical Appearance

¢ 2-3 storeys

¢ European influence: Art-Deco facade with
geometric design highlighting vertical and
horizontal lines

4 Shanghai plaster wall finishing

¢ Flagpole and relief writing on the wall

¢ Metal-framed glass windows

Physical Appearance

¢ 2-3 storeys

¢ Simplification of form and design based on
availability of new building materials and
structure driven by technological and
engineering developments

4 Sunshade fins, metal-framed glass windows

Traditional Building Materials
Timber, clay bricks, lime, granite, U/V-shaped terracotta roof tiles, terracotta floor tiles
(These materials are applicable to all six shophouse styles)

Traditional Building Materials
Introduction of tessellated encaustic
clay floor tiles

Traditional Building Materials
Introduction of glass fanlights above
window, encaustic cement floor tiles &
majolica ceramic wall tiles

Traditional Building Materials
Introduction of Marseille terracotta roof tiles, reinforced concrete, metal and glass

4
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Shophouse styles research : Tan Yeow Wooi and Dr. Gywnn Jenkins * Photos : Tan Yeow Wooi = Illustrations : Tang Yeok Khang



