Mr Lee Beng Chuan
(1928)

Accession number: S14004

S14004

Track Number: ~ S14004_0001, S14004_0002, S14004_0003, S14004_0004, S14004_0005,
S14004_0006, S14004_0007, S14004_0008, S14004_0009, S14004_0010,

S14004_0011
Duration: 04:42:15

Language/Dialect: Hokkien

Track: S14004_0001

Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004 0001

Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0001

Time frame: 00:20:00-00:30:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0002

Time frame: 00:00:00-00:06:23

Synopsis:
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S14004

Track: S14004_0003 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0003 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004 0003 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:29:55

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0004 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:
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S14004

Track: S14004_0004 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:12

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0005 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004 0005 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:

SR B Bl § AN M AAER . ARETENEAN XTENEFLL. kL%
Mg AT KB RS EF, L HBBER ST L, RTE EEGEE, RAFR
KIS B R A R e dy . B S F e T A A 89 Koo

Track: S14004_0005 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:31:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0006 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:
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S14004

Track: S14004 0006 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0006 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:31:06
Synopsis:
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Track: S14004 0007 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0007 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0007 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:29:50

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0008 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:37




S14004

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0009 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004 0009 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0009 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:29:59

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0010 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0010 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:
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S14004

Track: S14004 0010 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:31:56

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_0011 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004 0011 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:
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Track: S14004_ 0011 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:31:17

Synopsis:
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Mr Lee Beng Chuan
(1928)

Accession number: S14004

S14004 (translated)

Track Number: S14004_0001, S14004_0002, S14004_0003, S14004_0004, S14004_0005,
S14004_0006, S14004_0007, S14004_0008, S14004_0009, S14004_0010,

S14004_0011
Duration: 04:42:15

Language/Dialect: Hokkien

Track: S14004_0001

Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:

into the business of joss sticks making.

The interviewee’s personal and family background. His moving-in to the current house. How he got

Track: S14004 0001

Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:

during the Japanese occupation.

Continued with the details of the joss sticks making business, including the change of types of joss

sticks made following the passage of time and change of types of houses people residing in. His job

Track: S14004_0001

Time frame: 00:20:00-00:30:00

Synopsis:

occupation and British rule.

Description on the situation during the Japanese occupation, including the ethnic composition and their

usual jobs. Outer feature of the house. Comparison between circumstances faced during Japanese




S14004 (translated)

Track: S14004 0002 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:06:23

Synopsis:

Changes in the features of the house. Parties who paid for the house renovation work and the renovation

process. Number of rooms, shapes of rooms and building materials.

Track: S14004_0003 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:

Interaction with the customers. Description about a female tenant who stayed at the No. 37A house in
1969, who cared about his siblings. His father’s job. Their moving into Muda Lane after his father’s
passing. The commencement of joss sticks business after moving to Muda Lane.’ The continuation of
joss sticks business as a result of Japanese occupation. Description about his schooling at Han Chiang
Primary School.

Track: S14004 0003 Time frame» 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:

Continued with description about his daily life during-primary school years. His personal interests. How
he learnt making dragon incense sticks by purchasing one and worked his way out. Description about
his father carried a mortar up to the hill.;* Description about the dragon boat competition and its

participants in the fifth month in the Chinese lunar calendar.

Track: S14004_0003 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:29:55

Synopsis:

Deities worshipped at home. The change in types and location of deities worshipped. Worship and
commemoration of parents during the Qing Ming (Tomb Sweeping) Festival. Description about his

kind mother. Regretted for not being able to stay beside his mother when she passed away.




S14004 (translated)

Track: S14004 0004 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:

Brief description about how he put the readily made joss sticks on a big piece of wood and used a
smaller piece of wood to roll on it. His business operation started at 7 or 8 o’clock in the morning until
4 or 5 o’clock in the evening, and was longer on the 1%t and 15" day of each month in the Chinese lunar
calendar. It was usually the elderly who burnt joss sticks in the past but now even younger generation
performed joss sticks burning. Description about Yeap Chor Ee (a rich businessman in Penang) who
came for worship in the temple in the past. Learning how to make joss sticks by peeping at the joss
sticks making process in the temple. Places for drying joss sticks. How he began smoking and quit
afterwards. Continued with description on the Japanese occupation period, including the bread rationing
and rules in cigarettes buying. Being afraid of eviction, he bore house renovatign costs by himself. Total

amount of joss sticks made in a day.

Track: S14004_0004 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:12

Synopsis:

Continued with description about the total amount.of joss sticks made. Joss sticks shops nearby.
Described his wedding, including the wedding location and witness. They were not allowed to sell joss
sticks during British rule for the reason of causing traffic obstruction. He was glad that his

granddaughter who took over the business did not face the same oppression. Allocation of rooms.

Track: S14004_0005 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:

The process of housezmoving, from No. 37A to the current house. Description of the feature of the
house in the past,“where the wall was in white colour and lighted by oil lamps. Renovation done in the

past. Allocation of facilities in the house.

Track: S14004_0005 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:

Continued with description of room allocation. Tenants who once stayed in the house included a temple
worker, his god brother and a saddle seller. Description about the Japanese’s attack, when he was at
Chulia Street, catching only the sight of the after-bombing state without hearing the actual bombing.

Description about fleeing the place. Described how the local residents were treated by the army.




S14004 (translated)

Track: S14004_0005 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:31:00

Synopsis:

Continued with description about the Japanese occupation period. Described an occurrence in the house
when a drunk Japanese navy trespassed his house. The lack of materials during the Japanese occupation
period. Description about happenings in his primary school years. The current state of his elder brother

and sister.

Track: S14004_0006 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:

Obstacles faced during British rule. They were not allowed to operate business for the reason of causing
traffic obstruction. However, his father insisted to continue the business operation as this was an earning
business. Description of his father who was also a ship ticket agent. Recent renovation of the house.
The possibility of being evicted from the house and his feelings.

Track: S14004 0006 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:

Number of joss sticks used when worshipping at home. Talked about the worship of his deceased
parents during Qing Ming (Tomb Sweeping) Festival. How he got to know Buddhism upon invitation

from his friend in 1997. Interaction with his best friend Ah Beng.

Track: S14004_0006 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:31:06

Synopsis:

Offerings and set-up during worship. People who performed worship. Celebration of Father’s Day with
his son and granddaughter. Talked about his hectic schedule which did not allow him to attend other

activities. How he got to know his wife through his elder brother.

Track: S14004_0007 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:

Description about his wife’s dress up when she was young. He would go to cinema with his wife, when
they still had time, before his children were born. Schools attended by his children and transportation.

A theft case happened in the house. Description about his mother’s funeral.

10




S14004 (translated)

Track: S14004_0007 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:

The repeal of Rent Control Act did not affect his house. Mentioned about the properties owned by Yeap
Chor Ee. Decided not to open a shop as the rental was high. His interaction with the state assemblyman

Phee Boon Poh. His attitude towards life.

Track: S14004_0007 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:29:50

Synopsis:

The reason of his fondness of tourists. Did not worry about his business succession as he offered master

class for university students. Description of a fire incident and a theft case happened in the house.

Track: S14004_0008 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:37

Synopsis: Continued with description about the theft case happened in the house, in which the thief
persuaded him to take a shower and then stole his pant, with.money and other belongings in the pant.
His daughter requested him not to lock the door, so that if afire occurs his wife who has limited mobility
could ask for help.

Track: S14004_0009 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:

His feelings when he first moved into the house. His sleeping location being a child and rooms
allocation among family members. Ups and downs of his joss sticks business. Location to dry joss

sticks.

Track: S14004_0009 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:

Continued with description of location to dry joss sticks. Sometimes he would need to dry his joss sticks
in the temple compound as the front area of his house was occupied by cars. Experience sharing in joss

sticks making.
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S14004 (translated)

Track: S14004_0009 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:29:59

Synopsis:

The making process of dragon incense sticks. Two or three hours needed to make a dragon incense
sticks in the past but it is faster now with the help of machine. Location and tools used in making dragon

incense sticks.

Track: S14004_0010 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:

He began to make shorter joss sticks because more people were staying in apartments nowadays.
Description about his son who helped colour 10 feet-long dragon incense sticks when he was merely a
teenager. A trishaw was used to sell joss sticks. They parked the trishaw at the five-foot-way of a coffee
shop and was summoned by the police for obstructing traffic, although®it was not. Mentioned about
how he avoided recruitment by the army during the Japanese occupation period.

Track: S14004 0010 Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:

How he got addicted to smoking when working in a gambling house in Bukit Mertajam. His daily
production and income. Advice given by his'mother and Phee Boon Poh (state assemblyman) regarding

his job.

Track: S14004_0010 Time frame: 00:20:00-00:31:56

Synopsis:

Description about his hospitalization. His attitude towards life.

Track: S14004_0011 Time frame: 00:00:00-00:10:00

Synopsis:

Initial layout of the house. Facilities added in the house after having children. His main concern was

the well-being of his family despite having to work hard. His feelings about living in the house.
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S14004 (translated)

Track: S14004_0011

Time frame: 00:10:00-00:20:00

Synopsis:

Aspiration for his future. Ways to get along with people. How he presented joss sticks to people for

diplomatic purposes. He liked Penang for the good interaction among people, good weather and

sufficient supply of water on the island. His opinion on handicraft and traditional industries.

Track: S14004_0011

Time frame: 00:20:00-00:31:17

Synopsis:

Continued with his opinion about the handicraft industry.
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