


Stories are gateways into other worlds. 

Myths and legends, folklore and fables—we devoured them all, imagining what it would be 
like to be part of di�erent countries, cultures, and even historical eras! Movies and dramas 
added sound and colour, making history exciting. Want to find out more about an annual 
celebration or event? There’s probably a TikTok for that.

And yet, what we truly learnt about the world came from smaller, quieter moments. 
From stories our parents shared, from listening to them gossip with friends in kitchens 
and kopitiams. From asking ourselves, “What would Mum and Dad do in this situation?” 

Often, we don’t even know why we do these things because we’ve never thought to ask. 
What we’ve learnt is these habits were shaped by the generations that came before, for 
reasons that can be traced through culture and history.

How did Chingay come about, and where did dikir barat come from? Why do we make 
ketupat palas in northern Peninsular Malaysia while Eurasians make sugee cakes and tarts? 
And what do the colours of the Kathakali masks mean?

Follow Sara’s stories as she discovers the many traditions of multi-cultural George Town. 
Join workshops, games, performances, and food demonstrations as the communities in 
George Town gather to kongsi cerita—sharing cultural heritages passed down through 
generations, not just through story and song, but through the very foods, arts, and crafts 
that we love. 

Then kongsi cerita with your own community, preserving and extending the memories, 
voices, and wisdom that have shaped George Town throughout the years.

We’ll see you around!

KONGSI 

CERITA



I started 2026 on a sick bed, reflecting on life and searching for ways to 
live more meaningfully. From that experience emerged this year’s theme for George Town 
Heritage Celebrations (GTHC): Kongsi Cerita—a space where souls may meet, stories may 
be shared, and where we shall fall in love with George Town all over again.

As we mark the 18th anniversary of George Town’s inscription as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site this year, George Town World Heritage Incorporated (GTWHI) continues its e�orts to 
strengthen GTHC as a healthy ecosystem and a shared platform for collective action in 
safeguarding and celebrating our heritage.

From 4 to 7 July 2026, we hope souls may meet, conversations may flourish, and reflections 
may be made. During this celebrations, it is timely for us to grow and rethink our roles and 
responsibilities in the stewardship of George Town’s heritage, which we shall pass on to the 
future generations.

The Street Festival on the evening of 4 July has expanded into a larger area to 
accommodate 42 workshops hosted by our community partners. The 5km family-friendly 
George Town Heritage Walk on 5 July has seen stronger participation from young families 
and youths. The Historic Building Open House programme returns from 5 to 7 July, featuring 
12 heritage buildings. The Cultural Heritage Hub (CH2) groundbreaking ceremony will also 
be hold on 7 July 2026 to create a vibrant hub for creativity, collaboration, and cultural 
exchange. 

GTHC 2026 is only possible with the strong collaboration and support of our 62 
communities and partners, comprising more than 800 dedicated souls who have worked 
alongside us since January 2026. Our deepest appreciation also goes to our 19 full-time 
sta�, 60 project sta�, 331 volunteers, and more than 200 contractors and subcontractors, 
whose enduring commitment has ensured that these celebrations come to life. Above all, 
we are indebted to the Penang State Government, GTWHI Board of Directors, especially 
YAB Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, for their unwavering support and the much-needed 
resources that have made all this possible.

So come and enjoy the city. Create memories. Fall in love. Tell your story.
We are listening.

Dr Ang Ming Chee
Executive Producer
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GENTLE REMINDERS

What better way to know the city’s 
old rituals and festivities than to 

experience it yourself?

Learn from the community experts 
and get busy with the workshops 

they have prepared!

Dress Comfortably: Because it’s a street 
festival and we have Malaysian weather!

Stay Hydrated: We’ve got water stations, 
so bring along your water bottles.

Beat The Jam: Use ride-hailing apps, take 
a bus or carpool to reduce tra�c jams.

#GTHC2026: You know what to do. 
Have fun!
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Programme Partners

Supported by

All information in this brochure is correct at the time of printing.
Get the most updated programme details from:

George Town Heritage Celebrations
George Town World Heritage Incorporated

heritagecelebrations
gtwhi

gtwhi.com.my

+6011 1625 9606


